Consent Comics Curriculum:
Teacher Implementation Guide (Grades 7-12)

Introduction: Welcome to Consent Comics!

Welcome to the Consent Comics curriculum! We're thrilled you're exploring this unique and engaging
program designed to empower students in Grades 7-12 with essential knowledge and skills about
consent, boundaries, healthy relationships, and respectful communication.

This guide is designed to support you, the educator, in effectively implementing the Consent Comics
curriculum. Our goal is to make teaching these vital topics accessible, impactful, and manageable,
leveraging the power of relatable comic-based narratives and developmentally appropriate learning
experiences. We believe that by fostering open dialogue, critical thinking, and empathy, we can help
students navigate their social worlds with confidence and respect.

This curriculum is built on the understanding that:

e Consent is foundational: It’s about more than just sex; it’s about respect in all daily
interactions.

® Learning is a process: Our "Unlearn/Relearn” Key Concepts guide students to challenge
existing misconceptions and build healthier understandings.

e Engagement is key: The comic format and interactive activities are designed to make learning
memorable and relevant.

e Safety is paramount: We prioritize creating a classroom environment where students feel safe
to explore, question, and share.
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I. Understanding Your Consent Comics Curriculum: The Core
Components

To effectively teach Consent Comics, it’s important to familiarize yourself with its main components:

1. Scope & Sequence (S&S):

o Your Roadmap: The S&S is your comprehensive guide to the entire 7-12 curriculum.
For each of the 5 lessons per grade level, it details:
m Lesson Topic & Essential Question: The "what" and "why" of the lesson.
m  Key Concept (Unlearn/Relearn): The core mindset shift the lesson aims to
achieve.
m  Key Skill(s): The specific abilities students will develop.
m Brief Lesson Summary/Focus: An overview of the lesson's content and
activities.
m  Anchor Text (Comic Title): The specific Consent Comic story used.
m  Core Reflection Question: A key prompt for student personalization.
m Standards Alignment: Connections to CCSS and CA TSEL.
o Using the S&S: Refer to the S&S to understand the learning progression within and
across grade levels, and to see how each lesson contributes to the overarching goals.

Alignment with National SEL Frameworks

The Consent Comics Curriculum is fundamentally anchored in the CASEL 5 Framework
(Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning). Every lesson is designed to
systematically build core competencies in Self-Awareness, Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Relationship Skills, and Responsible Decision-Making.

Note for District Administrators: Because our curriculum maps directly to the national CASEL
[framework, it inberently aligns with localized, state-specific SEL standards and mandates (including
CA TSEL indicators, NJ statutory requivements, and other state-adapted SEL benchmarks).
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2. Lesson Plans:

o Your Step-by-Step Guide: Each lesson plan provides detailed instructions for

implementation. Key sections include:

Lesson Overview & Alignment: Directly pulls the core non-negotiables from
the S&S for constant reference.

Learning Objectives (Student-Facing): Clear goals for student learning.
Materials & Preparation: Everything you need to get ready.

Anchor Text Focus: How the specific comic is used.

Lesson Procedure (Sequenced Activities): Detailed teacher instructions and
student activities.

Wrap-up & Reflection: Includes the Core Reflection Question.

Notes for the Teacher (Safety, Sensitivity...): Crucial guidance for
facilitating potentially sensitive topics.

3. Student Resources:

o Consent Comics: The heart of the curriculum. These will be provided for each lesson.
o Worksheets/Handouts: These thoughtfully designed resources student engagement

and deepen comprehension.
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IL. Phase 1: Internalization & Planning for Impactful Instruction

Thoughtful preparation is key to delivering powerful lessons.

1. Intellectual Preparation for Each Lesson:

o Read the Lesson Plan Thoroughly: Familiarize yourself with all activities, teacher
prompts, and student resources.

o Understand the "Why": Deeply consider the Essential Question, Key Concept
(Unlearn/Relearn), and Key Skill(s) from the S&S. How will this lesson help
students achieve these?

o Engage with the Anchor Text: Read the specified Consent Comic(s) for the lesson.

"non

Think about the different character perspectives ("Lines Crossed," "Apologies Matter,"
"A Better Way”) and the "Key Takeaways" these narratives are designed to elicit.
o Anticipate Student Responses: Consider how your students might react to the

topics and comics. What questions might they have? What misconceptions might arise?

2. Understanding Unit & Lesson Coherence:

o Review the Scope & Sequence for the full grade level to see how the current lesson
connects to previous and subsequent lessons, building skills and understanding over
time.

3. Planning with Student Needs in Mind:

o Use the information from the S&S ("Brief Lesson Summary/Focus”) and the lesson
plan ("Differentiation Notes") to consider how you might make activities most
accessible and relevant for your specific students.

o Determine how you will group students for activities, manage transitions, and facilitate
discussions to ensure all voices are heard.
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IIL. Phase 2: Effective Implementation & Instruction

Bringing the lessons to life in your classroom.

1. Facilitating with Fidelity & Flexibility:

o Use the Lesson Plan as Your Guide: The sequenced activities and teacher
instructions are designed to achieve the learning objectives.

o Embrace Flexibility: While the core components (Key Concept, Key Skill, addressing
the EQ) are essential, feel empowered to adapt pacing or slightly modify discussion
prompts based on your students’ engagement and needs, ensuring the core learning
goals are met.

2. Leveraging the Comics & Student Resources:

o The Consent Comics are powerful tools for engagement. Ultilize the different versions
("Lines Crossed,” "Apologies Matter,” "A Better Way") as instructed in the lesson plan
to explore multiple perspectives and outcomes.

o Student worksheets are designed to scaffold understanding and provide structure for
reflection and application.

3. Utilizing Embedded Supports:

o Teacher Instructions: Detailed prompts and questions are provided within each
activity to guide your facilitation.

Key Vocabulary: Introduce and reinforce key terms as outlined.
Differentiation Notes: Look for suggestions to support diverse learners.

o Notes for the Teacher (Safety, Sensitivity): This section in each lesson plan is
critical. Review it before each lesson to prepare for creating a safe, respectful, and
trauma-informed learning environment. Remind students of reporting protocols as per
your school/district policy.

4. Fostering a Safe & Inclusive Classroom for Sensitive Topics:

o Establish Group Agreements/Norms: Co-create or revisit classroom agreements for
respectful discussion before beginning sensitive units or lessons.

o Model Empathy & Respect: Your facilitation sets the tone.
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o Validate All Feelings (while addressing misinformation): Acknowledge that
students may have diverse reactions and experiences. The "Unlearn/Relearn”
framework helps address misconceptions constructively.

o Use Inclusive Language: Mirror the inclusivity of the "ZA" characters.

5. Gauging Student Understanding (Formative Assessment):

o Core Reflection Questions: These (often used as journal prompts or homework) are
key opportunities to understand student thinking and personal connections to the Key
Concepts and Skills.

o Observe Participation: Note engagement in discussions, scenario analyses, and group
activities.

o Review Student Work: Worksheets and other student-created products provide
insight into their grasp of the material.
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IV. Phase 3: Reflection & Continuous Improvement

After teaching a lesson, take a moment to reflect:

What aspects of the lesson were most engaging for students?
Which Key Concepts or Skills seemed to resonate most, and which might need reinforcement?

e How did student responses to the Core Reflection Question inform your understanding of
their learning?

® Are there any adjustments to your facilitation approach that might enhance future lessons?
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V. Getting Started & Available Support: A Roadmap for Schools

We know that introducing a new curriculum requires clear systems and support. The Consent Comics
ecosystem is designed for a seamless, "plug-and-play” rollout for your educators.

Phase 1: Teacher Orientation

e Review the Scope & Sequence: Teachers begin by reviewing the developmental arc to
understand how concepts build from 7th to 12th grade.

® The "Safety Suite” (Admin Exclusive): For School & District License holders, leadership
teams are provided with a complete Implementation Playbook and Parent Defense Kit
(including pre-written opt-out forms and communication letters) to ensure community
transparency before day one.

Phase 2: Piloting the Framework

e Start with a "Lines Crossed” Comic: We recommend teachers start by internalizing a single
lesson plan (e.g., "Privacy Policy").

® Ready-to-Teach Assets: Teachers do not need to build presentations. Every lesson comes
equipped with projectable digital comic panels, slide decks with speaker notes, and
reproducible student analysis worksheets.

Phase 3: Ongoing Support & Professional Development Consent Comics is committed to
ensuring your staff feels confident and equipped to facilitate these vital conversations.

e A La Carte PD Options: We offer comprehensive virtual and in-person Professional
Development cohorts, including our signature "Teaching Consent Without Fear” staft training.

e Dedicated Support: District partners receive ongoing curriculum support to ensure smooth
integration with existing Health & Wellness or Title IX compliance initiatives.

Ready to bring Consent Comics to your school or district?

Please contact us at connect@consentcomics.com if you have questions. We look

forward to hearing from you and hope you'll join us in changing the world one student at a time.
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